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April 22, 2011

Dear Ms. Rhodes,

The Coalition of Women for Peace (Israel) is a feminist organization of Jews and Palestinians working to bring an end to the Israeli occupation of Palestine and a just peace for all of the region's inhabitants. We are writing you today to ask you to withdraw your support and to reconsider offering your marketing work for SodaStream, an Israeli corporation that produces all its carbonation devices in an illegal settlement in the West Bank.

The commercial operation of international corporations in the West Bank is an integral part of the continuing unethical and illegal policies of Israel in regard to Palestinians. Profiting from commercial activities in the occupied West Bank, these companies actively support the brutal subjugation of the indigenous population and the trampling over human and political rights of the Palestinians under Israeli control, to the detriment of Israelis and Palestinians alike. Corporations sustain and consolidate Israeli settlements expansion, the increased surveillance and control of the Palestinian population, as well as the on going exploitation of Palestinian captive market, labor and resources. As activists for just peace, we challenge these companies to withdraw their operations from the occupied West Bank.

As part of our activities we initiated a research project called 'Who Profits from the Occupation' (www.whoprofits.org). This research project provides a mapping of corporate complicity in the Israeli occupation. We investigate and publish information concerning commercial companies that are operating from occupied land, build settlements, provide services and machinery used to control Palestinians or exploit natural resources in the occupied territories. 

One of the companies we have recently investigated is SodaStream/Soda Club. The SodaStream factory is located in an illegal settlement in the occupied West Bank. Our findings on the company’s location and activities have been published in a report that is now available on: http://whoprofits.org/Newsletter.php?nlid=74 

SodaStream tries to green-wash its unethical conduct by branding itself as an environmentally-friendly company. However, a factory built on land confiscated from its lawful indigenous owners by the Israeli military, exploiting an indigenous population with no basic human or civil rights for cheap labor is neither sustainable nor just. Industrial zones in the West Bank enjoy lax enforcement of environmental regulations, and the enforcement of employment standards and labor laws is all but non-existent. The operation of this Israeli factory in a settlement area in the occupied West Bank clearly violates the basic principles of environmental justice as well as international law. 

SodaStream’s marketing department attempts to conceal facts about its location in an illegal settlement from its consumers. The company issued false statements
 in the Swedish media (Sweden is one of their largest consumer markets), claiming that they no longer produced their devices in the West Bank factory, that they had already moved their production lines, and that the factory would shut down by August of 2011. However, as you can read in a recent statement of the company’s CEO to the Israeli press,
 production continues in their illegal settlement factory. In fact, according to their own statement they are still debating whether or not to move their production at some point in the future. As of this date, they have not moved the plant.

We know you as a person dedicated to the pursuit of justice. We were surprised to learn that you expressed your support and enthusiasm for this company and its products. We assume this must be a mistake, and that you must be unaware of this company’s complicity in occupation and settlement. We feel it is our obligation to give you the information that will help you decide to renounce your support of this company.

We urge you to denounce SodaStream’s green-washing tactics, as well as the Soda Stream/Soda Club company itself, as long as it benefits from Israel's continuing occupation. Your public statement will send a strong message to SodaStream and to other commercial companies who profit from the Israeli occupation. It will send the message that occupation-profiteering is not “business as usual;” it will help change immoral corporate policies like SodaStream’s, and it will be a huge show of support and solidarity with the people working for peace and justice on the ground here in Palestine and Israel. 

We would be honored and grateful to have you take up this just cause in solidarity with Palestinians and Israelis struggling for peace in the Middle East,

With great appreciation,

The Coalition of Women for Peace, Israel.
� � HYPERLINK "http://m.sverigesradio.se/site/index.aspx?artikel=4340151&unitid=2054&offset=0" �http://m.sverigesradio.se/site/index.aspx?artikel=4340151&unitid=2054&offset=0� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://english.themarker.com/sodastream-setting-up-plant-within-green-line-1.346814" �http://english.themarker.com/sodastream-setting-up-plant-within-green-line-1.346814� 
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